
 

 
 

     

 
 

Marine Safety Information Bulletin #04-06 
 

This bulletin is used purely for informational purposes to assist the maritime community within the Marine Safety 
Office St. Louis Area of Responsibility. Its purpose is to advise relevant parties of emerging information & situations 
that may impact our Marine Transportation System as well as facilitates cooperation among the involved parties 
regarding actions that we may be taking and/or that you may need to employ in the interest of safety/security. 
 

  
 
1. Introduction:  On 25 November 2005, USCG District Eight Marine Safety Division has 

issued D8 (m) Policy Letter 02-2005 to address electronically controlled pump engines on 
board tank barges. 

2. Requirement:  46 Code of Federal Regulations 111.105.31(l) describes Class I, Division 1 
location s for a tank barge that carries a flammable or combustible cargo with a flashpoint 
below 60 degrees C (140 degrees F), as any electrical equipment located within 10 feet (3 
meters) of a cargo tank vent outlet, cargo tank ullage opening, cargo pipe flange, or 
cargo valve. 

3. Concern:  The old mechanical start diesel prime mover engines used for the cargo pump on 
older tank barges did not use electrical equipment for their operation; therefore, reference 
(a) was not a concern for most barges.  However, the introduction of electronically 
controlled prime mover engines for the cargo pumps for tank barges over the last 10 years 
has lead to electrical ignition sources and engine monitoring and control systems being 
located in Class I, Division 1 areas. 

4. OCMI Guidance:  D8 (m) Policy Letter 02-2005 was drafted to provide local Officer in 
Charge of Marine Inspections (OCMI) with background and compliance guidance timelines.  
In addition, OCMI’s are to provide widest dissemination of the policy to owners and 
operators of all tank barges operating in the Eighth District.  Industry representatives are 
encouraged to review the attached policy and become thoroughly familiar with this issue.  

5. Any questions regarding this information bulletin may be addressed to the Prevention 
Section, MSO St. Louis at (314) 539-3091 ext. 3501. 
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